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The Telegraph, Calcutta 

IIT test for common counselling 
BASANT KUMAR MOHANTY 

New Delhi, Jan. 3: The government has asked the Indian Institutes of Technology and the National Institutes of 

Technology to hold common counselling from this year to minimise seats going vacant at these engineering 

colleges. 

But the 16 IITs, a notch above the 30 NITs in the pecking order, had defeated such a plan last year and are 

expected to oppose the latest Union human resource development ministry directive, too. 

Over 600 seats had remained unoccupied in these tech schools last year, apparently because of separate 

counselling which allows a candidate to receive offers from an IIT and an NIT at the same time. 

Such a candidate often hangs on to the coveted IIT seat while waiting to see whether he gets the subject of his 

choice in one of the NITs, which declare their merit lists a little later. 

He thus blocks both seats and quits one only at the last moment, giving the institute hardly any time to fill it 

before the session begins. 

Under the proposed common counselling, a student will receive an offer from only one institute, either an IIT or 

an NIT, at a time, higher education secretary Ashok Thakur told reporters today. If he rejects that offer, he may 

be given the option to join another institute. 

“Common counselling will reduce the vacancy of seats,” Thakur said. 

The 46 engineering schools were supposed to hold common counselling last year, too, and the software had 

been prepared. But the IITs backed out at the last moment and went ahead with their own counselling in June. 

H.C. Gupta, former chairman for the IIT-JEE Advanced exam, said common counselling may not be feasible as 

the NITs hold their counselling a month after the IITs do. 

“The IITs complete their counselling process by June 15 but the NITs wait till June 30 to get the board results, 

after which they can hold counselling,” Gupta said. 

From last year, the IITs have been selecting students purely on the basis of their JEE-Advanced scores while the 
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NITs have been doing so on the basis of the candidates’ JEE Main results and Class XII board marks. 

“Our classes start by July 15. The IITs will be late to start their classes if common counselling is done,” Gupta 

said. 

However, an NIT director alleged that the IITs consider themselves a bigger brand and feel that common 

counselling with the NITs would affect their brand image. 

“The NITs too start their classes by July 25, just a few days after the IITs. This delay is not a big issue. This is a 

form of protectionism by the IITs,” the director said. 

About 600 seats remained vacant in the NITs last year and a few in the IITs. In 2012, over 300 seats were 

wasted in the IITs and a similar number in the NITs. 

TOI 

Need higher stipends, IISc researcher to PM 

BANGALORE: What has the PM's talk on inflation got to do with stipend for young researchers in the 104-year-old Indian 
Institute of Science in Bangalore? 
 
On Friday, soon after Prime Minister Manmohan Singh spoke on inflation, one of the most disappointed people was a 
research scholar from IISc who penned a letter to the PM immediately. 
 
"The worry about inflation is legitimate but we should also recognize that incomes for most people have increased faster 
than inflation," wrote Pankaj Jain (26), a researcher in molecular biophysics, to the PM. 
 
"I am sorry, but as a PhD student, our stipends have been stagnant for the past four years, while the rates of everything 
have been almost doubled.... In fact this is also driving many bright students away from research in India to find greener 
pastures either somewhere abroad or in the industries. Right from school education to higher education, India is way 
behind in terms of its reach and quality. The progress of science and technology is no better. How do you expect the 
country to excel without educated individuals and growth in science and technology?" asked Jain. 
 
The crux: 
 
The last stipend hike for graduate students was implemented in 2010 and for the past over three years the stipend for 
graduate students remains the same. A junior research fellow draws Rs 16,000 per month and a senior research fellow 
Rs 18,000. Inflation has been consistently high. Prices of all commodities have risen by 50-100%. In this scenario it is high 
time for a next stipend hike, Jain wrote. 
 
Four months ago, an online petition created a buzz on social networks. The two-liner, written in change.org by Sreevalsa 
Kolathayar, assistant professor, Indian School of Mines, said: "Research students need your care, increase the 
scholarship amount of research scholars." 
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