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PREZ TO ADDRESS
NIT, lIT GRADS IN
VIDEO CONFERENCE

JALANDHAR: The President of
India will deliver a New Year
message to the students and
faculty of all national institutes
of technology (NITs), Indian
institutes of technology (11Ts)
and central universities through
video conferencing on January 7,
S K Das, director, Dr BR Ambed-
kar National Institute of Tech-
nology, said here on Thursday.
"The conferencing will start at
noon and the President will
address the students and facul-
ty for 15 minutes. The pro-
gramme begins with national
anthem at after which a wel-
come address by Prof SS
Murthy, vice-chancellor, Central
University of Karnataka, will be
delivered followed by Presi-
dent’s address,” he added. HTC




NEW DELHI: The Human Re-
source min-
istry has put out a proposal
to hold a common coun-
selling for students success-
ful in Joint Entrance Exami-
nation (JEE) for engineering
colleges, including the IITs.
Efforts are made to bring on
board all technical institutions,
especially the National Insti-
tutes of Technology (NITs) and
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Common counselling for all engg institutions from 2014

Nature of the entrance test across
the country to remain same

the IITs to hold a common
counselling session for stu-
dents successful in JEE from
this year, top HRD ministry
sources said.

The move is to stop students
switching institutes offering
better courses after taking ad-
mission.

Nearly 600 seats fell vacant
in IITs and NITs last year,
which, sources feel, is due to

the practice of students holding
two admissions and abandon-
ing one of them.

The ministry wants a single

all-India merit list of candidates  al

who had taken both JEE-main
and JEE-advance and conduct
a common counselling this
time.

“Thiswill not let students se-
cure seats in two different col-
leges atatime. As there will be
no confusion over vacancy of
seats then, all the seats will be
filled by the eligible candi-
dates,” official sources said.

The ministry’s attempt to in-
troduce the system from 2013
was stopped by TIT Delhi’s se-
rious objections to the propos-

IIT-Kharagpur in charge
“Hopefully, we will have it from
this year. The IIT-Kharagpur is
in charge of holding the
test this time,” official sources
said.

Despite common coun-
selling, the nature of the en-
trance test across the country
will remain the same.

“No change in the test for-
mat. The entrance test will be
conducted in two parts, JEE-
Main and JEE-Advance, in
same format as was held last
year,” sources added.

The JEE-Advance is con-
ducted for admissions to [ITs
and Indian School of Mines
while JEE-Main is held for
admission to other technical
institutes including NITs
and engineering colleges
which accepts the nationwide
test scores for admitting
students.
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While the JEE Main is
scheduled on May 25, JEE-Ad-
vance will take place on April 6
in pen and paper mode. JEE-
main will be conducted in on-
line mode on April 9, 11,12 and
19.

Candidates aiming for ad-
mission in engineering colleges
in Gujarat, Maharashtra and
Odisha will too have to take
JEE-Main as the three state
governments have agreed to
use the scores of the nation-
wide test from this year.

DH News Service

The Telegraph, Calcutta

1T test for common counselling
BASANT KUMAR MOHANTY

New Delhi, Jan. 3: The government has asked the Indian Institutes of Technology and the National Institutes of
Technology to hold common counselling from this year to minimise seats going vacant at these engineering
colleges.

But the 16 1ITs, a notch above the 30 NITs in the pecking order, had defeated such a plan last year and are
expected to oppose the latest Union human resource development ministry directive, too.

Over 600 seats had remained unoccupied in these tech schools last year, apparently because of separate
counselling which allows a candidate to receive offers from an IIT and an NIT at the same time.

Such a candidate often hangs on to the coveted 1T seat while waiting to see whether he gets the subject of his
choice in one of the NITs, which declare their merit lists a little later.

He thus blocks both seats and quits one only at the last moment, giving the institute hardly any time to fill it
before the session begins.

Under the proposed common counselling, a student will receive an offer from only one institute, either an 11T or
an NIT, at a time, higher education secretary Ashok Thakur told reporters today. If he rejects that offer, he may
be given the option to join another institute.

“Common counselling will reduce the vacancy of seats,” Thakur said.

The 46 engineering schools were supposed to hold common counselling last year, too, and the software had
been prepared. But the I1Ts backed out at the last moment and went ahead with their own counselling in June.

H.C. Gupta, former chairman for the IIT-JEE Advanced exam, said common counselling may not be feasible as
the NITs hold their counselling a month after the 11Ts do.

“The IITs complete their counselling process by June 15 but the NITs wait till June 30 to get the board results,
after which they can hold counselling,” Gupta said.

From last year, the I1Ts have been selecting students purely on the basis of their JEE-Advanced scores while the
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NITs have been doing so on the basis of the candidates’ JEE Main results and Class XII board marks.

“Our classes start by July 15. The IITs will be late to start their classes if common counselling is done,” Gupta
said.

However, an NIT director alleged that the 11Ts consider themselves a bigger brand and feel that common
counselling with the NITs would affect their brand image.

“The NITs too start their classes by July 25, just a few days after the I1Ts. This delay is not a big issue. This is a
form of protectionism by the IITs,” the director said.

About 600 seats remained vacant in the NITs last year and a few in the I11Ts. In 2012, over 300 seats were
wasted in the 11Ts and a similar number in the NITSs.

TOI

Need higher stipends, 11Sc researcher to PM

BANGALORE: What has the PM's talk on inflation got to do with stipend for young researchers in the 104-year-old Indian
Institute of Science in Bangalore?

On Friday, soon after Prime Minister Manmohan Singh spoke on inflation, one of the most disappointed people was a
research scholar from 11ISc who penned a letter to the PM immediately.

"The worry about inflation is legitimate but we should also recognize that incomes for most people have increased faster
than inflation," wrote Pankaj Jain (26), a researcher in molecular biophysics, to the PM.

"I'am sorry, but as a PhD student, our stipends have been stagnant for the past four years, while the rates of everything
have been almost doubled.... In fact this is also driving many bright students away from research in India to find greener
pastures either somewhere abroad or in the industries. Right from school education to higher education, India is way
behind in terms of its reach and quality. The progress of science and technology is no better. How do you expect the
country to excel without educated individuals and growth in science and technology?" asked Jain.

The crux:

The last stipend hike for graduate students was implemented in 2010 and for the past over three years the stipend for
graduate students remains the same. A junior research fellow draws Rs 16,000 per month and a senior research fellow
Rs 18,000. Inflation has been consistently high. Prices of all commodities have risen by 50-100%. In this scenario it is high
time for a next stipend hike, Jain wrote.

Four months ago, an online petition created a buzz on social networks. The two-liner, written in change.org by Sreevalsa
Kolathayar, assistant professor, Indian School of Mines, said: "Research students need your care, increase the
scholarship amount of research scholars."


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Inflation
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Indian-Institute-of-Science
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Indian-Institute-of-Science
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Manmohan-Singh
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35,000

HT Correspondent

u himetroBhindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The first day of
Techfest, Indian Institute of
Technology, Bombay's annual
technology festival, kicked off
toa great start with an inspiring
lecture by Bharat Ratna awardee
CNR Rao.

A jam-packed auditoriuum on
Friday hung on to Rao’s every
word as he spoke about the sci-
entific progress of the nation.
“Research and development
must be encouraged to help the
bright minds in the country find
the right direction,” he said.

Apart from Rao, lectures by
eminent personalities followed

Visi

HT Mumbai

tors at II'T-B campus on Day 1 of
- — >
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through the day. Kiran Bedi,
social activist and the country’s
first-ever woman IPS officer,
interacted with over 800 people
in a lecture which focused on
social development of India.

The ever changing dvnamics
of Indian politics and the suc-
cess for the Aam Admi Party
were also discussed.

BINA 48, an American
robot, touted as the world’s
most socially interactive robot,
stole the show on day one with
hundreds of people lining up to
catch glimpse of it at the robot-
ies exhibit.

With a footfall of more than
35,000, the festival saw wall arts
and paintings by Polish mural-

= People lined up to catch a glimpse of BINA 48, an American robot often
called the world’s most socially interactive robot. viDvA SUBRAMANIAM/HT

ist Mariusz Waras displayed
across the open air theatre in
the campus,

An F1 simulator, all the way

from Italy, was also up for a free
test drive,

“This is the first time a simu-
lator of this quality has been dis-

Techfest

played in India. It is a real treat
for all the formula one fans.”
said Harshal Gera, a car enthu-
siast from Bhopal, who had come
down especially for the fest,

Another eye grabber at
the festival was the free
4G wifi connection avail-
able for all, and provided by
Reliance Jio.

A live demonstration of the
4G network and its capability
for incredible speed was given
by Mathew Oommen, director
of The Institute of Electrical
and Electronics Engineers,
a New York based associa-
tion dedicated to advancing
technological innovation and
excellence.
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Rs 90,000 crore RUSA plan to be implemented soon: M
Pallam Raju

By PTI | 3 Jan, 2014, 11.18PM ST Post a Cormment

RAJAHMUMNDREY: The Union Minister for Human REesources Development M M Pallam Raju ‘
today said Rs 90,000 crore Rashtriva Ucchatar Shiksha Abihwan (RUSA) plan will soon be
implemented for development of education sector in the country.

Speaking to reporters after visiting a vocational college in Kakinada, he said, "During the
12th and 13th five year plans Rs 90,000 crore RUSA plan will be implemented in the country
for the development of education and for its infrastructure facilities "

The Union Cabinet has approved the plan in its meeting held on Cctober 3.

"This plan will also help in bringing education reforms, besides developing infrastructure M Pallam Raju today sald Rs 90,000 crove Rashiviya Ucchatar

s . . " . Shiksha A biwean (RUSA ) pian will soon be mpleme nted for
facilities in the education sector," he said. van (RESA)p . y
develpment of education secitor in the country.

Raju later visited Dhummulapeta in Kakinada, where fire mishap took place yesterday. He

assured that pucca houses will be constructed for all the families, who lost their homes in ET SPECIAL:
. . Save precioustime tracking your
fire accident. T

Row over Jamia Hamdard PhD to UGC chief’s wife

TNN | Jan 4, 2014, 05.21 AW IST
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Friday sought response from Delhi-based Jamia Hamdard
Deemed University to a petition alleging that it had awarded PhD degree to Ms Shimla to allegedly cur
favour from her hushand Prof Ved Prakash, who at present was the chairman of University Grants
Commission.

A bench of Justices R M Lodha and 5 K Singh issued notices to the University, Ms Shimla and the UGC
on the petition by NGO 'Society for Value and Ethics in Education’, which alleged that the Delhi High
Court had rejected its petition despite a clear-cut case of favouritism was made out.

The NGO said Ms Shimla was ineligible to be admitted to the Phd course in the University's Centre for
Federal Studies, which required the candidate to have a Masters degree in political science, public
administration, sociology, history or economics with atleast 55% marks or a recognized MPhil degree.
"Ms Shimla possesses none of the above. She is an MA in English, which is not even a related,
contiguous, listed or relevant subject and has secured barely 52.5% marks from Meerut University as against minimum 55% marks required. She does
not posess an MPhil degree. She not heing a teacher in Jamia Hamdard University, enjoyed no special treatment or exemptions,” the NGO alleged.

Terming her admission as fraud that deprived a deserving candidate, the NGO said she had wrongfully gained the degree and that the HC failed to
notice this.
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Business Standard

Funding for state varsities need to be increased:
UGC official

Press Trust of India | Coimbatore January 03,2014 Last Updated at 20: 20 IST

TTniversity Grants Commission today stressed on the need to increase the funding for state universities to
bring an end to the mismatch between them and central varsities.

Funding for state universities needed to be increased as there was a mismatch between them and the central
universities, TG C Vice-Chairman Dir H Devaraj said.

"While 641 state universities together get a sum of Es 9,200 crore only, the 44 Central TThiversities were
allocated Bz 10,000 crore," he said at a function in a college in nearby Poll achi.

"Thiz needs to be corrected,” arelease from the WNGM College quoting Devara) said.

He also stressed on the need to have a greater focus on shull based training.
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